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Committee Report Endorsement of USFTA Ignores Expert and
Community Views say Public Interest Groups

The Majority Report of the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties, dominated by the
government, has predictably endorsed the US Free TradeAgreement" Dr Patricia Ranald,
Principal Policy Officer, Public Interest Advocacy Centre, said today.

 "The endorsement ignores the views of many experts, health and community organisations,
industry groups and educational bodies that gave evidence critical of the USFTA. In fact, the
body of the report acknowledges many serious flaws in the agreement, and seeks changes or
clarifications about the impact of the treaty on the price of medicines, Australian content
rules for audio visual media, copyright and even the treatment of blood products."

Dr Ranald convenes the Australian Fair Trade and Investment Network of 87 community
organisations concerned about the impact of trade agreement on domestic health, cultural and
social policies.

"Many submissions argued that the USFTA is not in the national interest because it gives
drug companies the right to seek reviews of decisions of the PBS, leading to higher prices for
medicines, places limits on the Australian content rules for new forms of media, increases
copyright costs and sets up joint committees to give the US a say in future policy on
medicines and quarantine standards" explained Dr Ranald.

"We welcome the dissenting report of the ALP members of the Committee and the dissenting
statement by the Democrat member of the committee today. They have said that binding
treaty action should not be taken until these issues have been properly examined, including
by the Senate Inquiry into the Treaty, due to report next month" said Dr Ranald.

"The impacts of the USFTA on health, cultural and social policies are too serious for
decisions to be rushed. We call upon the Opposition, minor parties and independents in the
Senate to listen to community voices and refuse to consider the legislation until the Senate
Inquiry has reported. We believe that a full examination of the USFTA by the Senate Inquiry
will show that it is not in the national interest and should be rejected" added Dr Ranald.
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