
The Government’s trade agenda: Seven deals to keep an eye on 

Turnbull government claims about jobs from ‘export’ trade agreements have been dealt a blow by the 

election results, which have returned record numbers of third parties and independents, most of 

whom are sceptics about secretive trade deals which expand corporate power and limit national 

government ability to regulate in the public interest. This will expand critical debate and campaigns as 

the Government pushes its trade agenda. 

Below we have summarised the progress and major issues of seven current trade deals.  

 

1) Trans-Pacific Partnership: aim to legislate in 2016 

The inquiry by the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties (JSCOT) will resume with public hearings likely 

in September and a report in October before introduction of the TPP implementing legislation. A 
possible Senate Inquiry could delay the process and produce a more critical report.  

The TPP will not proceed without US legislation and ratification. Both US presidential candidates 
oppose the TPP, and US Congress will not consider legislation until after November US elections.  

AFTINET is campaigning to block the implementing legislation in the Senate.  

MAJOR ISSUES: The TPP is an agreement between Australia, the US and 10 Pacific Rim countries 

which gives foreign companies rights to sue governments (ISDS), expands medicine monopolies 

and expand numbers of temporary workers vulnerable to exploitation. See more detail here. 

 

2) Australia-India FTA: aim to finish text in 2016 

Negotiations for a bilateral agreement with India began in 2012 and were accelerated from 2014. The 

most recent negotiations were in April 2016. The aim is to finalise negotiations this year and legislate 
and ratify in 2017. 

MAJOR ISSUES:  

- Secrecy: there has been no public information on negotiations since 2015; 

- Investor rights to sue governments (ISDS): Australia wants ISDS but India wants more 
safeguards for public interest regulation than in the TPP;  

- Temporary migrant workers: India is seeking expansion of temporary workers with less labour 
market testing and other changes to student visas and computer-related service providers. 

 

3) Australia-Indonesia FTA: aim to finish text in 2016 

Negotiations were held in March and May 2016 and the next negotiations are planned in Australia in 

August this year. Trade Minister Steven Ciobo recently said an agreement with Indonesia is a focus for 

the Government along with the India FTA and the next stage of talks with the EU. The aim has been 
to finish talks this year. 

MAJOR ISSUES: 
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- Secrecy: Little information, except that goods, services and investment are on the agenda; 

- IP and medicines: It is not clear whether Australia will pursue TPP-like proposals for stronger 

medicine monopolies; 

- ISDS: Australia is likely to push for ISDS provisions similar to those in the TPP; 

- Movement of temporary workers: Indonesia is likely to want expanded access for temporary 

workers in Australia. 

 

4) Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP): aim to finish text in 2016 

The RCEP includes the 10 ASEAN countries plus India, China, Japan, South Korea, Australia and New 

Zealand. The aim is to finish negotiating in 2016 and to legislate and ratify in 2017.  

Next meetings: Ministerial August 5, Negotiations in Vietnam August 15-19 and meetings in October 
and December. 

MAJOR ISSUES: 

- IP and medicines: Japan and Korea have tabled TPP-like proposals for stronger monopolies. 

- ISDS: India, China, some ASEAN countries want more safeguards for public interest regulation. 

- Movement of temporary workers: India and Australia want separate chapter with wider 

coverage, others want more limited arrangements through the trade in services chapter.  

 

5) PACER-Plus: aim to finish text in 2016 

Formal negotiations towards PACER-Plus, which includes 14 Pacific Island countries as well as Australia 
and New Zealand, began in 2009. 

Negotiations accelerated last year with the aim to finish in 2016. The next meeting is scheduled for 

Christchurch NZ, August 22-5, followed by a Trade Ministers Meeting. 

MAJOR ISSUES:  

Australia and New Zealand are driving the agenda and want lower tariffs for their exports and 

more rights for foreign investors. No formal ISDS, but more investment protection through local 
courts. 

Pacific Islands want a development agenda, including special and differential treatment for their 

tariffs and expansion of seasonal workers schemes in Australia and New Zealand. The latter 

have been agreed and are being implemented by Australia and New Zealand, but may not form 
part of the legally binding agreement. 

Pacific Islands want additional aid and development funds,  and they are also concerned about 

the impact of loss of tariff income on government revenues. Fiji and PNG have become more 
critical of the negotiations in 2016 and have not yet made market access offers. 

See the June Pacific Island civil society Social Impact Statement on PACER-Plus which analyses 

leaked documents to show that PACER-Plus would have negative impacts for Pacific Islanders 

http://aftinet.org.au/cms/node/1184


on local employment, government revenue and access to services, health outcomes and food 
security. 

 

6) Trade in Services Agreement (TISA): aim to finish text in 2016 

There were negotiations in early June 2016 and there will be a negotiating round in mid-July. The aim 

is to finish by end of 2016 and to pressure more developing countries to join, eventually replacing the 
WTO GATS.  

MAJOR ISSUES:  

Negotiations began in 2012 between the US, EU, Australia and about 20 other mostly 

industrialised countries with developed service export industries. The aim is to deregulate trade 

in services further than can be achieved through the WTO General Agreement on Trade in 
Services (GATS). 

The negotiations are taking place outside the WTO, with less transparency, and being driven by 

global services corporations. 

Major issues include: secrecy, restrictions on government regulation of services, expansion of 
foreign investment in competitive tendering, pressure for privatisation of services.  

See background here and leaked documents here. 

 

7) Australia-EU FTA: to begin 2017 

There is a current scoping study for an Australia-EU FTA underway, with negotiations set to begin in 

2017. This is in response to the EU-Canada FTA and US-EU Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP). 

Since Britain voted to leave the EU, there has also been speculation about a separate FTA with Britain. 
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