
 

 

Organise a local meeting 

on the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) 

 

 

The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) is an agreement between Australia, the US and 

10 other countries. Negotiations are secret and the agenda is being driven by  

US corporations, who want changes to our laws which would suit corporations but  

reduce people’s rights. If it goes ahead, the agreement could: 
 

 Give foreign investors rights to sue governments over health and environment laws 

 Raise the price of medicine 

 Threaten our internet freedom and access to information 

 Threaten sustainable, healthy food production and restrict mandatory labels  for nutrition, 

GMOs, tobacco and alcohol   

 Reduce Australian content in film, television and other media 

 Have no enforceable workers’ rights or environmental protection 

 

AFTINET is calling for a FAIR DEAL or NO DEAL in the TPP.  

You can join us and take action by organising a local meeting. 

 

 

 

Why organise a local or workplace meeting? 

Due to the secrecy of the negotiations, most people either haven’t heard of the TPP or don’t 

understand how it could affect them. Organising a local meeting or a meeting in your 

workplace is a great way to educate people, start a discussion, and take action. 

 

Planning the meeting 

A local meeting can be as small as having a discussion in your living room or over lunch at 

your workplace, or as large as booking a community venue, organising speakers and inviting 

local councillors, Members of Parliament and the media.  

Assess what resources you have, identify which organisations and individuals might be able 

to help you and think about which venues are available before sending out invitations and 

promoting the event. 

http://aftinet.org.au/cms/node/631
http://aftinet.org.au/cms/node/632
http://aftinet.org.au/cms/node/633
http://aftinet.org.au/cms/tpp-threats-to-sustainable-healthy-food
http://aftinet.org.au/cms/Reduced-Australian-content-in-media
http://aftinet.org.au/cms/node/634
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Inform the group about the TPP 

We’ve created a ready-made PowerPoint presentation for you to use, with slides focusing 

on the key areas of concern. You can access it here. 

You can read up on the TPP by visiting our website, where you’ll find an overview of the 

major issues as well as recent news articles.  

AFTINET has developed a number of educational resources which you can download, 

including a general leaflet on the TPP and fact sheets on many of the major issues.  

Showing a video is a great way to start a discussion. We have compiled a collection of short 

videos about the TPP which you can use, including an 8 minute clip from our recent rally 

which goes through all of the major issues from an Australian perspective, and a shorter two 

minute introduction created by the global union movement. 

 

Start a discussion 

Encourage participation and questions. Identify which issues are most important to your 

group. If you’re not sure of an answer, you can always contact AFTINET and follow up with 

the group after the meeting. 

 

Take action 

Identifying a clear action plan is important so that participants can leave the meeting with a 

clear idea of how they can contribute to the campaign. Here are AFTINET’s suggestions: 

 Join the nationwide campaign: Collect contact details to send to AFTINET (See page 

3) so that we can keep everyone in touch with the campaign and send action alerts. 

Take a photo of your event and send it to us to feature on our website. 
 

 Discuss AFTINET’s letter to the Trade Minister. Your group may decide to sign the 

online letter on our website, to send a hard copy, or to write your own. 
 

Support local government action in your area by asking your local Council to adopt a 

resolution to send to the Trade Minister about impact of the TPP on local regulation 

and services (See page 4). 
 

 Contact your local MP and Senators (Page 4). Your group may wish to send a letter 

or arrange to meet with your MP or Senator to discuss the TPP. 

 

 

How AFTINET can support you 

AFTINET can offer advice, resources, and publicity for your event. We can put you in touch 

with our members in your area. For larger events, we will make every effort to provide a 

speaker. Contact us by email on campaign@aftinet.org.au or call us on 02 9699 3686. 

http://www.aftinet.org.au/
mailto:campaign@aftinet.org.au
http://aftinet.org.au/cms/tpp-powerpoint-presentation-for-local-meetings-01-2013
http://aftinet.org.au/cms/trans-pacific-partnership-agreement/trans-pacific-partnership-agreement-tpp
http://aftinet.org.au/cms/node/635
http://aftinet.org.au/cms/node/635
http://aftinet.org.au/cms/letter-to-trade-minister-andrew-robb-tpp-tppa-dec-2013
mailto:campaign@aftinet.org.au
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Stay informed                                          

Please leave your contact details below to receive updates on the campaign, information 

about upcoming events and action alerts 

Name Email Postal address 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

   

 
   

 
   

 
   

 
   

 
 
 

  

   

   

 

Please send the completed sheet to AFTINET by email campaign@aftinet.org.au, fax 9699 3717, or post to 128 

Chalmers Street, Surry Hills NSW 2010 

http://www.aftinet.org.au/
mailto:campaign@aftinet.org.au
mailto:campaign@aftinet.org.au
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Local Government Action  

The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) could affect local government in the following ways: 

 If the TPP includes Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS), it would enable a 

foreign investor to sue a government at local, state or national level for tens or even 

hundreds of millions of dollars, if the investor alleges that a law or policy that harms 

their investment. This would limit the ability of local government to regulate in areas 

like the environment, land use and planning. 

 

 If local government services are not excluded from the agreement, they must be 

treated as commercial services and opened up to competition from international 

investors. This means that governments have less ability to regulate services, and 

will not be able to require that services are provided in certain areas, that local 

people are employed, or that locally-made products are used. 

 

 If local government procurement is included in the TPP local governments will not be 

able to preference local content or local firms in areas like food purchasing policies. 

 

 If copyright on books and other resources is extended, schools and local public 

libraries would experience greatly increased costs. 

AFTINET is encouraging local councils to debate the TPP through a resolution, and to write 

to the Trade Minister, who is responsible for the negotiation of the TPP. We have sent a 

letter to most local councils raising these issues. 

You and your group can help by talking to or writing to local councillors and asking them to 

raise this issue at the council. 

 

 

 

Contacting MPs and Senators 

You can write to your local MP or Senator and outline your concerns about the Trans-Pacific 

Partnership (TPP). You may wish to use AFTINET’s letter to the Trade Minister as a basis for 

your letter. 

If you would like to do more you can request a meeting with your representative. The best 

way to do this is to send a letter and then call their office to follow up. 

 

You can find out who your local representatives are and how to contact them by searching 

for your postcode on the Parliament of Australia website. 

http://www.aftinet.org.au/
mailto:campaign@aftinet.org.au
http://aftinet.org.au/cms/aftinet-letter-to-local-councils-01-2013
http://aftinet.org.au/cms/letter-to-trade-minister-andrew-robb-tpp-tppa-dec-2013
http://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members

