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Media Release        November 18, 2015 

 

TPP text shows devils in detail on medicines, investor rights to sue 
governments say experts at Sydney Forum today 

As TPP leaders meet on the fringes of the APEC conference in Manila to praise the deal, 
experts on investor rights, medicines and copyright will expose the devils in the detail of the 
TPP. Speakers from Doctors without Borders (MSF), AFTINET and Sydney University will 
speak at a public forum at 1-2.30pm today in the Jubilee Room at NSW Parliament 
House, Macquarie St, Sydney.  

“The TPP is not about free trade, but about stronger monopoly rights for corporations. The 
TPP gives global corporations the right to sue governments for billions of dollars in 
international tribunals if they can argue that change in law or policy harms their investment, 
known as Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS). The tribunals consist of investment 
lawyers who are not independent judges but can continue to be practising advocates, with 
obvious conflicts of interest. Increasing numbers of cases against health, environment and 
even minimum wage laws show that ISDS can undermine democratic and sovereign rights 
to regulate. Claimed “safeguards” in the TPP do not address these fundamental flaws,“said 
Dr Patricia Ranald, Coordinator of the Australian Fair Trade and Investment Network. 
 

“Thanks to campaigning from public health groups, governments have agreed to exclude 
future tobacco control laws from ISDS cases. This is an important win, has angered the 
tobacco lobby, and should prevent future cases like the ongoing Phillip Morris tobacco 
company case against Australia’s plain packaging law. But it also begs the question of how 
effective are the general ‘safeguards’. If tobacco regulation needs a specific exclusion, it is 
clear that the general ‘safeguards’ do not prevent cases from being lodged against other 
public interest laws,” said Dr Ranald. 

“MSF remains extremely concerned about dangerous TPP provisions that would delay 
access to lower priced medicines for millions of people in TPP countries,” said Jon 
Edwards, Advocacy manager for MSF, (Doctors without Borders)  

The TPP gives pharmaceutical companies more monopoly rights for the costly biologic 
medicines used to treat cancer and other serious diseases. This will delay access to cheaper 
versions of these medicines.  Australian law on biologic monopolies will not change 
immediately, but the text is ambiguous, referring to “other measures” which would “deliver a 
comparable market outcome,” and to a future review which could result in up to three extra 
years of monopoly. Each year of delay in the availability of cheaper biologic medicines would 
cost the Australian government hundreds of millions of dollars, creating pressure for higher 
consumer prices. 
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