Trans-Pacific Partnership Free Trade Agreement:

Workers’ rights, not corporate rights

The Australian government is negotiating basic labour rights as agreed by most governments through
a Trans-Pacific Partnership free trade the United Nations International Labour Organisation.
Without implementation of basic rights at work, free trade
agreement with the US, New Zealand, agreements can lead to a race to the bottom on working
Chile, Peru, Brunei, Singapore, Malaysia conditions.
and Vietnam. But the agenda is being
We want governments in the Trans-Pacific trade agreement
set by giant US corporations. They have to commit to enforce these rights, including freedom to join
made public submissions saying they unions, the right to collective bargaining, no forced labour,
oppose commitments to workers’ rights no child labour and no discrimination in the workplace.
in the agreement. And they want to use These rights should be legally enforceable in the same way
as other parts of the agreement.
the negotiations to undermine local jobs
and fair employment conditions for Policies for local jobs
government contracts, to reduce policies for
Australian content in film and television, US corporations want unrestricted access to Australian
and to charge higher prices for medicines. government contracts. They want changes to Australian
government purchasing policies which allow for some local
This US business agenda is about more employment, and which require all government contractors
rights for corporations, but less rights for to implement workers’ rights in the Fair Work Act and in
workers, and less ability for governments industry agreements, especially for vulnerable workers in
cleaning and clothing trades. US companies oppose purchasing
to make laws in the public interest.
policies which protect local jobs and workers’ rights.
Real protection of workers’ rights
Australian Labor Party policy states that trade agreements should be underpinned by commitments to
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The US is the world’s largest exporter of movies, television
programs and digital media products. Australia, like many
other countries, has local content rules for media to ensure
that Australian stories, films and music are heard, especially
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by our children. Without rules, we would lose our culture,
and many jobs would be lost in these industries. US media
companies argue that these rules are a barrier to trade, and
should be reduced or abolished.
We want the Australian government to refuse these US
demands and to continue to have policies for Australian
content and workers’ rights in government purchasing, and
for Australian content and jobs in film, television and digital
products.

Affordable prices for medicines
US pharmaceutical companies are demanding more
intellectual property rights through longer patent protection,
and changes to our Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS).
This means that they would be able to charge higher prices
for new medicines for a longer time and would also be able
to delay cheaper generic medicines becoming available. In
the US there are no price controls on medicines and the
wholesale prices of medicines are three to ten times the
prices paid in Australia.
Under our PBS, the wholesale price of medicines is
controlled because health experts compare the price and
effectiveness of new medicines with the price of cheaper
generic medicines with the same health effects. The government
then subsidises the retail price we pay at the chemist,
currently $5.30 for pensioners and $33.34 for others.
US pharmaceutical companies argue that the PBS is a barrier
to trade and want higher wholesale prices for new medicines.
This would increase the cost of the PBS and lead to workers
and their families paying higher prices at the chemist.
We are pleased that in April 2011 the Australian government
responded to public pressure and announced that it will
not give more rights to pharmaceutical companies in trade
agreements, and ensure that medicines remain affordable
for all Australians. This should mean that the Australian
government will not sign an agreement that is not consistent
with this policy.

governments for millions of dollars. Recently the Philip Morris
tobacco company sued the Uruguayan government because it
introduced restrictions on tobacco advertising. Philip
Morris is lobbying for these special rights in the Trans-Pacific
Partnership agreement, and has threatened to sue the
Australian government over its proposed legislation for the
plain packaging of cigarettes.
We are pleased that in April 2011 the Australian government
responded to public pressure and announced that it will
not support the right of corporations to sue governments
through trade agreements, either in Australia or in other
countries. This should mean that the Australian government
will not sign an agreement that is not consistent with this
policy.

What you can do
The Australian Fair Trade and Investment Network is a
network of unions, church, environment, health and other
community groups which supports fair trade based on human
rights, labour rights and environmental sustainability.
The TPP negotiations are continuing through 2011
and a framework agreement is expected in November.
The negotiations are held in secret and the danger is that
some policies could be traded off in return for access to
particular markets. We must hold the government accountable
to its positive policies, and tell them that local jobs and
workers’ rights must not be undermined.
The AFTINET website www.aftinet.org.au has
information and resources you can use to

•

Send a message to the Minister, and get your
organization to do so

•

Raise the issue with your local Member of
Parliament

•

Sign a petition and download it to get signatures
from workmates, family and friends

No special rights for corporations to sue •
governments for damages

Join the AFTINET mailing list to get regular
updates on the campaign

US corporations are demanding special rights for individual
companies to challenge laws and sue governments for damages
if their investments have been harmed. These disputes are
heard by international investment tribunals which give priority
to the interests of the corporation, not to the public interest.

•

Come to campaign events advertised on the
website

•

Donate to support the campaign

US Corporations using these special rights in the North
American Free Trade Agreement, between the US,
Canada and Mexico, have sued Canadian and Mexican

Australian Fair Trade and Investment Network
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