
 

   

Labour Rights 

- No  specific policy 
position 
 
 
 


- Supports enforceable labour rights 
based on International Labour 
Organisation core standards  
- Will actively work against forced, 
prison and child labour 
 

- Would ensure trade agreements 
allow regulation of labour rights 
 
 
 

The 
Environment 

- No specific policy position 
 
 
 
 
 

- Ensures trade agreements allow for 
environmental regulation and 
supports enforceable international 
environmental standards in the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership 
 

- Would ensure trade agreements 
allow regulation of the environment 
 
 
 

Healthcare and 
access to 

affordable 
Medicines 

- No  specific policy 
position 
 
 
 
 

- Opposes any agreement which 
would undermine the Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Scheme 
 
 

- Asserts that the Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Scheme should be “free 
from political interference” 
 

Investor-State 
Dispute 

Settlement* 
(The right of foreign 

investors to sue 

governments for damages 
if a law or policy “harms” 

their investment) 

- Is prepared to negotiate 
ISDS in international trade 
agreements ‘on a case by 
case basis’ 
 
 

- Will not agree to ISDS. Foreign and 
domestic companies must be treated 
equally under the law and 
government must be able to regulate 
in the public interest  
 

- Indicate opposition to ISDS by 
insuring that democratic 
preferences of citizens are 
preserved  
 
 

Intellectual 
property 

- No specific policy position 
 
 
 

- Does not support expanding 
intellectual property rights  at the 
expense of consumers 
 

- Would resist extension of control 
over intellectual property 

 

 

Australian 
Cultural 

Industries 

- No specific policy position 
 
 
 

- Will retain the right to protect 
Australia’s cultural industries 
 
 

- Would ensure trade agreements 
do not adversely impact on arts and 
cultural expression 
 

Transparency & 
Democracy 

- No specific policy position 
 

 

 

- Regular consultation with 
stakeholders on trade agreements 

 

 

- Call for a “democratisation” of 
international institutions including 
the IMF, World Bank and WTO 
 

The Trans-
Pacific 

Partnership 
(TPP) 

- No  specific policy 
position 
 
 
 
 

- Trade policy contains a resolution to 
ensure TPP negotiations adhere to 
stated trade policy positions including 
that it contains labour and 
environmental protections 
 

- No specific policy position, but 
critical of regional agreements  
- Have criticised the TPP and called 
on the government to improve 
transparency 
 

Bilateral & 
Regional vs. 
Multilateral 

Trade 
Agreements 

- No clear preference 
- Will examine bilateral or 
quadrilateral agreements 
in the Pacific as an 
alternative to current  
regional PACER-Plus 
negotiations 
 

- Prefers multilateral agreements but 
will negotiate regional or bilateral 
agreements if in Australia’s interest 
 
 
 
 

- Prefer multilateral agreements 
unless a bilateral agreement may 
specifically benefit a developing 
nation 
 
 
 
 

 


