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MEDIA RELEASE            
 

     Friday November 29, 2013 
 
Rally in Martin Place Sydney 12 noon today says no to corporate rights at the 

expense of peoples’ rights in Trans-Pacific trade negotiations (TPP) 
 
“Fair trade, public health, unions, environment, church and other community groups will today 
rally in Martin Place near Castlereagh St to urge the Australian government to say no to US 
demands to expand corporate rights at a TPP Ministers’ meeting to be held next week in 
Singapore on December 7-9,” Dr Patricia Ranald, Convenor of the Australian Fair Trade 
Network (AFTINET) said today. 
 
“As revealed by leaked documents two weeks ago the US is still pushing for stronger patent 
rights and higher prices for medicines, and stronger copyright laws which would mean higher 
costs for schools and libraries, and which would restrict internet use,”  said  Dr Ranald.  
 
“The US also wants special rights for foreign investors to sue governments in international 
tribunals if they can allege that a law or policy harms their investment, even if it protects public 
health or the environment. This would mean more cases like the one taken by the Philip Morris 
Tobacco Company which is currently suing the Australian government in an international 
tribunal for millions of dollars of compensation over the tobacco plain packaging legislation. 
More cases like this would undermine Australia’s democracy and sovereignty,” said Dr Ranald. 

 
Farmers and communities are concerned that provisions in the agreement could allow 
foreign coal seam gas mining companies to sue governments because of regulation 
intended to protect the land or environment. "These proposals will undermine the 
environmental and justice systems at the core of our communities and fundamentally 
shift the balance of power to overseas mining investors," says Isabel McIntosh from 
the Lock the Gate Alliance. 
 
“The Coalition Government has said it is prepared to trade these issues away. The rally will 
call on the Government to reject US demands for the expansion of corporate rights at the 
expense of peoples’ rights. We also call for an end to the secrecy and for the full text of the 
agreement to be released for public and parliamentary discussion before it is signed by 
Cabinet,” said Dr Ranald. 

 
When: 12-1pm, Friday 29th November 2013 
Where: Martin Place (Cnr Castlereagh St) Sydney 

 
Speakers include: 

 
Dr Patricia Ranald, Convener, Australian Fair Trade and Investment Network (AFTINET) 
Kate Lee, Executive Director, Union Aid Abroad  
Isabel McIntosh, Lock the Gate Alliance 
Senator Doug Cameron  
Senator Lee Rhiannon 

 
 
Contact Dr Patricia Ranald 0419 695 841 
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