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Introduction 

AFTINET is a national network of 60 community organisations and many more individuals supporting 

fair regulation of trade consistent with democracy, human rights, labour rights and environmental 

sustainability.  

AFTINET supports the development of fair trading relationships with all countries, based on the 

principles of human rights, labour rights and environmental sustainability. We recognise the need 

for regulation of trade through the negotiation of international rules. 

AFTINET supports the principle of multilateral trade negotiations, provided these are conducted 

within a transparent and democratically accountable framework that recognises the special needs of 

developing countries and is founded upon respect for democracy, human rights, labour rights and 

environmental sustainability.  

AFTINET welcomes the opportunity to make a submission on the Southeast Asia Economic Strategy 

to 2040 

Agreed international standards are required to share the benefits of 

trade 

We note that the DFAT website states that the strategy “will consider how emerging regional trends 
will change or transform Southeast Asian economies over the next two decades, and where Australia 
is best placed to respond to these emerging economic opportunities.”1 

The strategy is mainly focussed on commercial opportunities for Australian companies in the region, 

and increasing the volume of trade and investment between Australia and ASEAN countries over the 

next 20 years. However, increasing the volume of trade and investment is not an end in itself and 

does not guarantee increased living standards for all.  

Current government policy states that the government is committed to trade policies ”consistent 
with Australian values of justice and equality, community views, workers’ rights and the interests of 
developing countries.”2 

When Trade Minister Farrell announced the Southeast Asia Economic Strategy on November 13, 
2022, he stated that “The benefits of trade must be shared among the community… Sharing the 
benefits starts with how we involve the community in the trade policy process, and a recognition 
that a diversity of voices is needed.”3 

Increased trade and investment can improve the majority of peoples’ lives if the benefits of trade 

and investment are shared equitably. This will not happen automatically but requires active policies 

 
1 DFAT (2022) South East Asia Economic Strategy, https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/southeast-asia/southeast-asia-
economic-
strategy#:~:text=The%20Australian%20Government%20is%20developing,to%20these%20emerging%20econo
mic%20opportunities. 
2 Australian Labor Party (2021) Platform, p. 5. 
3 Farrell, D., (2022) Trading our way to greater prosperity and security, November 13, 
https://www.trademinister.gov.au/minister/don-farrell/speech/trading-our-way-greater-prosperity-and-
security. 

https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/southeast-asia/southeast-asia-economic-strategy#:~:text=The%20Australian%20Government%20is%20developing,to%20these%20emerging%20economic%20opportunities
https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/southeast-asia/southeast-asia-economic-strategy#:~:text=The%20Australian%20Government%20is%20developing,to%20these%20emerging%20economic%20opportunities
https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/southeast-asia/southeast-asia-economic-strategy#:~:text=The%20Australian%20Government%20is%20developing,to%20these%20emerging%20economic%20opportunities
https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/southeast-asia/southeast-asia-economic-strategy#:~:text=The%20Australian%20Government%20is%20developing,to%20these%20emerging%20economic%20opportunities
https://www.trademinister.gov.au/minister/don-farrell/speech/trading-our-way-greater-prosperity-and-security
https://www.trademinister.gov.au/minister/don-farrell/speech/trading-our-way-greater-prosperity-and-security
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to adopt and progressively implement internationally recognised UN minimum standards for human 

rights, labour rights and environmental standards, including the reduction of carbon emissions.  

Following the Global Financial Crisis and the COVID-19 pandemic, research shows there has been an 

increase in inequality between the richest and poorest. The World Inequality Report by leading 

economists shows growing inequality between and within nations, with Southeast Asian nations no 

exception.4 The World Bank recognises that economic inequality is a threat to prosperity.5 

In this context, it is even more imperative for government policies to ensure that the benefits of 

increased trade and investment are shared equitably. 

We note that seven of the ten ASEAN countries are participating in the Indo-Pacific Economic 

Framework (IPEF) which is not a traditional trade agreement. However it does  include commitments 

to the adoption and implementation of internationally agreed standards on human rights, labour 

rights and environmental standards in its negotiating goals6. 

We support special and differential treatment for developing countries in trade arrangements. We 

recognise that ASEAN trading partners include developing countries and least developed countries 

and that they will require cooperation and support to implement these standards over time, 

including specific support from Australia’s Official Development Assistance programs. 

The Southeast Asia Economic Strategy will not be an enforceable trade agreement but may take the 

form of a series of Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) between governments. These are 

diplomatic agreements but have no dispute processes or trade consequences if the agreements are 

breached. However they do demonstrate public commitments to certain goals by governments. We 

understand that it could include sections on the environment/green economy, supply chains, 

agriculture and digital trade. This submission addresses these issues and the need to move towards 

minimum standards on human rights and labour rights to ensure that the benefits of trade are 

shared more equitably. 

Commitments to internationally -recognised standards should be included as goals in Southeast Asia 

Economic Strategy  MoUs. We also advocate that these commitments should ultimately be 

incorporated into legally enforceable trade agreements like the Australia- ASEAN-New Zealand- Free 

Trade Agreement (AANZFTA) with the same access to dispute settlement as other chapters in that 

agreement.  

Appendix 1 and 2 summarise international reports from Human Rights organisations and 

international union organisations on the state of human rights and labour rights in ASEAN countries, 

and reports from the International Labour Organisation and the UN Office of the High Commissioner 

for Human Rights on adoption of international standards7 . 

 
4 Chancel,L.,, Picketty, T., et al, (2022) World Inequality Report, World Inequality Lab, p.12. 
https://wir2022.wid.world/www-site/uploads/2022/03/0098-21_WIL_RIM_RAPPORT_A4.pdf 
 
5 World Bank, (2022) Understanding Poverty, https://www.worldbank.org/en/understanding-poverty.  
6 Office of the United States Trade Representative (2022), United States and Indo-Pacific framework partners 
announce negotiation objectives, September 9. https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-
releases/2022/september/united-states-and-indo-pacific-economic-framework-partners-announce-
negotiation-objectives. 
7 International Trade Union Confederation (2023) Global Rights Index, Executive Summary and Interactive 
Website database, https://www.globalrightsindex.org/en/2022; 
https://www.globalrightsindex.org/en/2022/countries;  

https://wir2022.wid.world/www-site/uploads/2022/03/0098-21_WIL_RIM_RAPPORT_A4.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/understanding-poverty
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2022/september/united-states-and-indo-pacific-economic-framework-partners-announce-negotiation-objectives
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2022/september/united-states-and-indo-pacific-economic-framework-partners-announce-negotiation-objectives
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2022/september/united-states-and-indo-pacific-economic-framework-partners-announce-negotiation-objectives
https://www.globalrightsindex.org/en/2022
https://www.globalrightsindex.org/en/2022/countries
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These reports provide evidence that there are deficits in both commitments and implementation of 

human rights and labour rights in most ASEAN countries, and serious violations, including 

imprisonment and unlawful killings in Myanmar, Cambodia, the Philippines, and Indonesia (West 

Papua)8. 

Addressing these issues through the establishment of minimum standards like freedom of speech 

and assembly, the right to organise, the right to colledctive bargaining  and establishment of local 

minimum wages would enable people to exercise their rights to improve their living standards and 

ensure that the benefits of trade are shared. Specific conventions also address discrimination against 

women and Indigenous Peoples. 

Human rights 

Recommendations 

Australia should work with ASEAN countries and provide resources through its ODA programs to 

progressively adopt, develop and implement international standards based on  

• the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, including Covenants on civil and political 

rights, economic, social and cultural rights, and non-discrimination 

• the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

•  the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women  

Labour Rights 

Australia should work with ASEAN countries and provide resources through its ODA programs to 

progressively adopt, develop and implement international standards on labour rights, including 

the International Labour Organisation’s (ILO) Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at 

Work and the Fundamental Conventions. These include: 

- The right of workers to freedom of association and the effective right to collective 
bargaining (ILO Conventions 87 and 98) 

- The elimination of all forms of forced or compulsory labour (ILO Conventions 29 and 105) 
- The effective abolition of child labour (ILO Conventions 138 and 182), and  
- The elimination of discrimination in respect of employment and occupation (ILO 

Conventions 100 and 111 
- A safe and healthy working environment (ILO Conventions 185 and 187). 

Each country should also develop appropriate minimum standards for working hours, wages and 

 
International Labour Organisation (2023) Ratification of ILO Conventions, Ratifications by Country, 
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:11001:0::NO::: 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Status of Ratification Interactive Dashboard 

https://indicators.ohchr.org/.   

 
 

8 Human Rights Watch (2022) World Report, https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2023;  
Amnesty international Annual Report 2021/22 (2022) https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/  
International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) (2023) Global Rights Index2023,  
https://www.globalrightsindex.org/en/2022; https://www.globalrightsindex.org/en/2022/countries.  
 

https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:11001:0::NO
https://indicators.ohchr.org/
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2023
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/
https://www.globalrightsindex.org/en/2022
https://www.globalrightsindex.org/en/2022/countries
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health and safety, based on ILO principles. 

Environment 

Southeast Asian countries are especially vulnerable to climate events like cyclones and typhoons, 
which are becoming more intense and frequent as a result of climate change. Changing weather 
patterns are also leading to adverse health outcomes through the spread of water borne and 
mosquito borne diseases. 

The Australian Government has recognized the serious climate crisis by adopting a target of net zero 

emissions by 2050 and higher interim targets by 2030. The government is also committed to the 

development of national and regional renewable energy initiatives in cooperation with trading 

partners. 

We support the development of cooperation and investment in renewable energy and other 

projects to address the challenge of climate change and to meet targets for reduction of carbon 

emissions. 

Meeting the challenge of climate change is also interlinked with other forms of environmental 

protection - protection of the marine environment; biodiversity conservation; combating wildlife 

trafficking and illegal logging. 

Recommendations 

Australia should work with ASEAN countries and provide resources through its ODA programs to 
adopt, develop and implement United Nations multilateral environmental agreements, including: 

• the Montréal Protocol on Hydrofluorocarbons 

• the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 1973 as modified 
by the Protocol of1978 

• the UN Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species 

• the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the 
Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks 
(in force as from 11 December 2001) 

• the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 1992, the Paris Agreement 
2015, and subsequent Climate Change Agreements at COP 26 2021 and COP 27 2022. 

Agriculture 

This is an especially sensitive area given the continuing unfair subsidies and other assistance to 

domestic agriculture in countries like the US and Japan, which have not been addressed by rules in 

the WTO Agreement on Agriculture. This was acknowledged by the WTO Director-General at a 

recent meeting which discussed the challenges of food insecurity for developing countries which 

have been exacerbated by climate change-induced weather events and the war in Ukraine.9 

Demands from agribusiness and the agrochemical industry in high-income countries to open up land 

for agribusiness investment or other commercial development can adversely affect small farmers 

and the environment in developing countries. We note that many small farmers are women, and 

that adverse policies can have a disproportionate impact on them. 

 
9 World Trade Organisation (2022) DG Okonjo-Iweala urges update to WTO rules to address global food market 
challenges, October 24, https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/agri_24oct22_e.htm.  

https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/agri_24oct22_e.htm
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Fair trade in agriculture requires the application of the principles of special and differential 

treatment for developing countries to enable policies to ensure food security and for equitable and 

sustainable development of agriculture. 

These issues are exacerbated by the impacts of more intense weather events and rising sea levels 

resulting from climate change that have a disproportional impact on small farmers. 

Recommendation 

The approach to trade in agriculture should not focus only on expanding exports and investment 

from Australia at the expense of small farmers and the environment in developing countries. There 

should be special and differential treatment for developing countries and regulatory space for 

governments to protect livelihoods and the environment. 

Removing asbestos from supply chains 

The Southeast Asia Economic Strategy could provide the opportunity to lift the standards of 

occupational health and safety in the region, and prevent thousands of deaths, by banning the 

production of, trade in, or use of all forms of asbestos fibres, whether or not bonded. 

There is unequivocal evidence of the causal link between all forms of asbestos—including 

chrysotile—and human disease, specifically mesothelioma and other deadly cancers, as well as 

chronic lung disease (asbestosis). All forms of asbestos, including chrysotile, are hazardous to human 

health. Approximately half of the deaths from occupational cancer are estimated to be caused by 

asbestos. In addition, it is estimated that several thousand deaths annually can be attributed to 

exposure to asbestos in the home.10 

The Chrysotile Information Centre (CIC),11 acts for producers in the world's two big exporting 

nations, Russia and Kazakhstan. Not only has the CIC been determined to block efforts to ban 

chrysotile in Asian markets, it also actively promotes white asbestos as a ‘safe product,’ which is 

contrary to all reputable health evidence. 

According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), there is no safe threshold level of asbestos 

exposure that has been established below which all individuals would be free from cancer risk—

including those exposed to chrysotile. The greater the exposure, the greater the risk of developing 

any asbestos-related disease. The WHO recommends that “the most efficient way to eliminate 

asbestos-related diseases is to stop the use of all types of asbestos.”12  

The World Trade Organisation (WTO) permitted banning of asbestos products on health grounds in 

March 200113 and 67 countries have now banned them.14 

 
10 World Health Organisation (2018) Fact Sheet on Asbestos” February 15, https://www.who.int/news-
room/fact-sheets/detail/asbestos-elimination-of-asbestos-related-diseases. 
11 See  the CIC website  https://www.chrysotile-asia.com/ 
12 ibid, p. 1. 
13 World Trade Organisation (2001) Report of the WTO Appellate Body, European Communities measures 
affecting asbestos and asbestos-containing products, WT/DS135/AB/R. 12 March, 
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/135abr_e.pdf. 
 

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/asbestos-elimination-of-asbestos-related-diseases
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/asbestos-elimination-of-asbestos-related-diseases
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/135abr_e.pdf
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The Asian Infrastructure Development Bank (AIIB) in 2021 added all asbestos-containing materials to 

its exclusion list. This means the AIIB will not knowingly finance projects involving the production of, 

trade in, or use of all asbestos fibres.15 

The Asian Develpment Bank (ADB) is also moving towards banning asbstos products. In April 2022 

the ADB released the Good Practice Guidance for the Management and Control of Asbestos: 

Protecting Workplaces and Communities from Asbestos Exposure Risks.16 This publication represents 

step one in a two-step process to exclude asbestos from all ADB-financed projects. The policy is 

expected to come into effect in 2023. 

It is clear that international financial organsiations in the region are phasing out asbestos use in 

projects they finance. Australia and ASEAN members should also work towards the goal of banning 

all asbestos products. 

Recommendation  

Australia should offer cooperation and funding assistance for a work program for governments to 

adopt and implement a policy to phase out production of, trade in, or use of all forms of asbestos 

fibres, whether or not bonded. This program should include appropriate target dates, education 

and ODA funding programs to assist developing countries to meet these goals. 

Digital Economy 

Digital trade is a complex area of trade law that is directly tied to provisions relating to financial 

services and broader trade in services. The digital trade agenda in trade agreements is highly 

influenced by the US tech industry lobby, which seeks to codify rules that suit the dominant tech 

industry companies. These rules were the basis of the USA’s negotiating position during the Trans-

Pacific Partnership negotiations17 and the US-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA), and are known 

as the Digital2Dozen principles.18 

The aim of this digital trade agenda is to secure the free flow of cross-border data and to establish 

an international regulatory framework that prevents governments from regulating the digital 

domain and the operations of big tech companies. This is particularly concerning given the recent 

 
15 Australian Government Asbestos Safety and Eradication Agency, Countries with Asbestos Bans, Canberra. 
https://www.asbestossafety.gov.au/importing-advice/countries-asbestos-bans. 

15 Asian Infrastructure Development Bank,(2021) Environmental and Social Framework, May , pp 77-8, 
https://www.aiib.org/en/policies-strategies/_download/environment-framework/AIIB-Revised-
Environmental-and-Social-Framework-ESF-May-2021-final.pdf. 
 
16Asian Development Bank (2022) Good Practice Guidance for the Management and Control of Asbestos: 
Protecting Workplaces and Communities from Asbestos Exposure Risks, March, 
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/783636/good-practice-management-control-
asbestos.pdf. 
 
17 Kelsey, J (2017a) E-commerce - The development implications of future proofing global trade rules for GAFA, 
Paper to the MC11 Think Track, ‘Thinking about a Global Governance of International Trade for the 21st 
Century; Challenges and Opportunities on the eve of the 11th WTO Ministerial Conference’, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, 13 December 2017. Via: https://bestbits.net/wp-uploads/2017/12/Kelsey-paper-for-MC11-Think-
Track.pdf. 
18 Office of the United States Trade Representative (2016) The Digital2Dozen, via: https://ustr.gov/about-
us/policy-offices/press-office/reports-and-publications/2016/digital-2-dozen.  

https://www.asbestossafety.gov.au/importing-advice/countries-asbestos-bans
https://www.aiib.org/en/policies-strategies/_download/environment-framework/AIIB-Revised-Environmental-and-Social-Framework-ESF-May-2021-final.pdf
https://www.aiib.org/en/policies-strategies/_download/environment-framework/AIIB-Revised-Environmental-and-Social-Framework-ESF-May-2021-final.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/783636/good-practice-management-control-asbestos.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/783636/good-practice-management-control-asbestos.pdf
https://bestbits.net/wp-uploads/2017/12/Kelsey-paper-for-MC11-Think-Track.pdf
https://bestbits.net/wp-uploads/2017/12/Kelsey-paper-for-MC11-Think-Track.pdf
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/reports-and-publications/2016/digital-2-dozen
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/reports-and-publications/2016/digital-2-dozen
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issues arising from the lack of regulation of digital platforms and the business practices of big tech 

companies including: 

• Facebook and Google’s data abuse scandals19 

• Uber classifying itself as a technological platform to avoid regulation and enable its 
exploitation of workers20 

• Apple’s tax avoidance21 

• Anti-competitive practices by Facebook, Google and Amazon.22 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission’s (ACCC) Digital Platforms Report, released 

in July 2019, identified the need for regulatory reform in Australia to address concerns about the 

market power of large digital platform companies, the inadequacy of consumer protections and laws 

governing data collection, and the lack of regulation of digital platforms.23 In its response to the 

ACCC report in December 2019, the government “accepted the overriding conclusion that there was 

a need for reform” and has outlined a plan for immediate and long-term action.  

Concerns were raised at the time that the government’s response to the ACCC inquiry did not go far 

enough to address existing and emerging gaps in Australia’s regulatory framework and that 

additional reform may be required.24 

Digital trade rules and concentration of market power 

The need to regulate the market power of large digital platform companies was confirmed when, 

following advice from the ACCC, the previous government in March 2021 passed legislation for the 

News Media Bargaining Code, a mandatory code of conduct which governs commercial relationships 

between Australian news businesses and digital platforms which benefit from a significant 

bargaining power imbalance. The code enables news media companies to reach agreements for 

payment from digital platforms for their use of news media information.25 Addressing this imbalance 

was seen as necessary to support the sustainability of the Australian news media sector, which is 

essential to a well-functioning democracy.  

We note that US digital companies Google and Meta strongly objected to this regulation and claimed 

it violated the non-discrimination rules in the Australia-US Free Trade Agreement by discriminating 

 
19 Waterson, J (2018) UK fines Facebook £500,000 for failing to protect user data, The Guardian, October 25, 
via: https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2018/oct/25/facebook-fined-uk-privacy-access-user-data-
cambridge-analytica.  

20 Bowcott, O, (2017) Uber to face stricter EU regulation after ECJ rules it is transport firm, The Guardian, 
December 21, via: https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2017/dec/20/uber-european-court-of-justice-
ruling-barcelona-taxi-drivers-ecj-eu. 
21 Drucker, J and Bowers, S., (2017) After a Tax Crackdown, Apple Found a New Shelter for Its Profits, The New 
York Times, November 7, via: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/06/world/apple-taxes-jersey.html. 
22 Ho, V., (2019) Tech monopoly? Facebook, Google and Amazon face increased scrutiny, The Guardian, June 4, 
via: https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/jun/03/tech-monopoly-congress-increases-antitrust-
scrutiny-on-facebook-google-amazon. 
23 Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (2019) Digital Platforms Inquiry final report, June 2019, 
via: https://www.accc.gov.au/publications/digital-platforms-inquiry-final-report. 
24 Kemp, K and Nicholls, R (2019) The federal government’s response to the ACCC’s Digital Platforms Inquiry is 
a let down, 2019, via: http://theconversation.com/the-federal-governments-response-to-the-acccs-digital-
platforms-inquiry-is-a-let-down-128775. 
25 Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (2021) News Media Bargaining Code, 
https://www.accc.gov.au/focus-areas/digital-platforms/news-media-bargaining-code/news-media-bargaining-
code.  

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2018/oct/25/facebook-fined-uk-privacy-access-user-data-cambridge-analytica
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2018/oct/25/facebook-fined-uk-privacy-access-user-data-cambridge-analytica
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2017/dec/20/uber-european-court-of-justice-ruling-barcelona-taxi-drivers-ecj-eu
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2017/dec/20/uber-european-court-of-justice-ruling-barcelona-taxi-drivers-ecj-eu
https://www.nytimes.com/by/jesse-drucker
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/06/world/apple-taxes-jersey.html
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/jun/03/tech-monopoly-congress-increases-antitrust-scrutiny-on-facebook-google-amazon
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/jun/03/tech-monopoly-congress-increases-antitrust-scrutiny-on-facebook-google-amazon
https://www.accc.gov.au/publications/digital-platforms-inquiry-final-report
http://theconversation.com/the-federal-governments-response-to-the-acccs-digital-platforms-inquiry-is-a-let-down-128775
http://theconversation.com/the-federal-governments-response-to-the-acccs-digital-platforms-inquiry-is-a-let-down-128775
https://www.accc.gov.au/focus-areas/digital-platforms/news-media-bargaining-code/news-media-bargaining-code
https://www.accc.gov.au/focus-areas/digital-platforms/news-media-bargaining-code/news-media-bargaining-code
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against US companies.26 The government argued that the legislation was not discriminatory, but 

addressed power imbalances and persisted with the legislation without adverse trade consequences. 

In this rapidly changing digital environment, we must not include digital trade provisions that restrict 

policy flexibility for the Australian government to regulate to address the concentration of market 

power.  

Digital trade rules, privacy rights and consumer protections  

The risk of digital trade rules to privacy rights and consumer protections has been widely 

documented and casts doubt on assurances that digital trade rules are compatible with privacy and 

consumer protections.27 Privacy rights and data security are undermined by rules that restrict the 

regulation of electronic transmissions, preventing governments from requiring encryption of 

personal data and other security measures. See the section on cybersecurity below. 

Rules that lock-in the free cross-border flow of data also enable companies to move data, including 

personal data, to jurisdictions where privacy laws are more limited, effectively evading privacy 

legislation. The assertion that the inclusion of privacy and consumer protections in digital trade 

chapters, which require parties to have/enact privacy and consumer laws, is enough to ensure 

privacy is upheld, is misleading. Unless these provisions outline a minimum standard for this 

legislation there is no guarantee that once data is moved and stored offshore it will be subject to the 

same privacy standards as in Australia.28 For example, in March 2020 it was revealed that Chow Tai 

Fook Enterprises (CTFE), the Hong Kong company that owned the privatised Australian Alinta Energy 

company, was storing sensitive personal data from Australian customers in Singapore and New 

Zealand without adequate privacy protections. The company had breached undertakings made at 

the time of privatisation to store the data in Australia.29 

Digital trade rules, cybersecurity and security standards  

Trade agreements are increasingly including provisions that impact on the regulations of electronic 

transactions and data storage, which could increase cybersecurity risks. For example, the CPTPP 

includes provisions that restrict governments from setting security standards for electronic 

transactions.30 This could reduce security across a range of sectors, including impacting credit card 

data, online banking, and healthcare data amongst others.31 The impact of electronic transactions 

rules is worsened when combined with digital trade rules that enable the free flow of cross-border 

 
26 Disruptive Competition Project’s “The Dangers of Australia’s Discriminatory Media Code” (Feb. 19, 2021). 
https://www.project-disco.org/21st-century-trade/021921-the-dangers-of-australias-discriminatory-media-
code/  
27 Greenleaf, G (2018) Free Trade Agreements and data privacy: Future perils of Faustian bargains, in 
Svantesson, D and Kloza D (eds.) Transatlantic Data Privacy Relationships as a Challenge for Democracy, 2018, 
Intersentia, via: https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2732386. 
28 ibid. 
29 Ferguson A. and Gillett C. (2020) “Credit cards, addresses and phone numbers vulnerable: More than one 
million energy customers’ privacy at risk”, Sydney Morning Herald, March1, 
https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/credit-cards-addresses-and-phone-numbers-vulnerable-more-
than-one-million-energy-customers-privacy-at-risk-20200228-p545bw.html. 
 
30 Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (2018) Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership text, Article 14.6, via: https://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/in-force/cptpp/official-
documents/Documents/14-electronic-commerce.pdf. 
31 Reid Smith, S (2018) Preliminary note: Electronic authentication: some implications, via: 
http://ourworldisnotforsale.net/2018/esignatures2018-9.pdf. 

https://www.project-disco.org/21st-century-trade/021921-the-dangers-of-australias-discriminatory-media-code/
https://www.project-disco.org/21st-century-trade/021921-the-dangers-of-australias-discriminatory-media-code/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2732386
https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/credit-cards-addresses-and-phone-numbers-vulnerable-more-than-one-million-energy-customers-privacy-at-risk-20200228-p545bw.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/credit-cards-addresses-and-phone-numbers-vulnerable-more-than-one-million-energy-customers-privacy-at-risk-20200228-p545bw.html
https://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/in-force/cptpp/official-documents/Documents/14-electronic-commerce.pdf
https://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/in-force/cptpp/official-documents/Documents/14-electronic-commerce.pdf
http://ourworldisnotforsale.net/2018/esignatures2018-9.pdf
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data, as governments are restricted in their ability to ensure that this data is encrypted when it is 

transferred or that it is stored securely.32 

The recent massive hacking of personal data of millions of Australians held by the Singapore-owned 

Optus telecommunications company and the Medibank Private health insurance company, revealed 

a gap between both community and government expectations about the companies’ data security 

measures and the actual practices of the companies. Both government and digital experts criticised 

the companies’ lack of effective data security measures.33 The government has since flagged that it is 

reviewing cybersecurity regulation, with the Minister saying “we need a whole-of-nation effort of 

improving the security around data protection, around cyber security, so that we are better 

equipped in the 21st century.”34 

It is clear that governments must retain the ability to regulate cybersecurity standards. The rapid 

emergence of new technologies in this space creates new cybersecurity risks requiring new 

regulatory frameworks. 

Digital trade rules and government access to source code and algorithms 

The use of algorithmic systems to collect and analyse data is a fundamental aspect of the digital 

economy. However, there is growing evidence that demonstrates that algorithms can be used by 

companies to reduce competition35 and that algorithmic bias can result in race, gender, class or 

other discrimination.36 

For governments and regulators that are responsible for identifying and responding to concerns in 

relation to competition law and algorithmic bias, access to source code and algorithms is an 

important tool in this process. Regulators may require access to source code in a range of situations, 

including for example, to determine whether practices contravene competition law or to detect if 

algorithms are discriminatory.37 Digital trade rules that prevent governments from requiring that 

companies transfer or give access to their source code can undermine government efforts to identify 

and respond to anti-competitive practices and algorithmic bias. 

Digital trade rules and workers’ rights 

Trade rules that enable global corporations, including those operating in the gig economy, to access 

Australian markets without a local presence, could worsen the situation for workers and undermine 

Australian employment law. By enabling global corporations, including those operating in the gig 

 
32 ibid. 

33 Baird, L., and di Stephano, M., (2022) Optus’ ‘opaque’ Singapore owner faces scrutiny over hacking attack, 
Australian Financial Review, September 30, https://www.afr.com/companies/telecommunications/optus-
opaque-singapore-owner-faces-scrutiny-over-hacking-attack-20220930-p5bm5u. See also Taylor, J., (2022) 
Medibank confirms hacker had access to data of all 3.9 million customers, the Guardian, October 26, 
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2022/oct/26/medibank-confirms-all-39-million-customers-had-
data-accessed-in-hack.  
34 Varghese, S., O'Neil hammers Coalition over 'useless' cyber-security laws, October 2, 
ttps://itwire.com/business-it-news/security/o-neil-hammers-coalition-over-useless-cyber-security-laws.html. 
35 European Commission (2017) Antitrust: Commission fines Google €2.42 billion for abusing dominance as 
search engine by giving illegal advantage to own comparison shopping service, June 2017, via: 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_17_1784. 
36 Mittelstadt, B et al. (2016) The ethics of algorithms: Mapping the debate, Big Data & Society, July–December 
2016, via: https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/2053951716679679. 
37 Reid-Smith, S (2017) Some preliminary implications of WTO source code proposal – MC11 briefing paper, 
via: https://ourworldisnotforsale.net/2017/TWN_Source_code.pdf. 

https://www.afr.com/companies/telecommunications/optus-opaque-singapore-owner-faces-scrutiny-over-hacking-attack-20220930-p5bm5u
https://www.afr.com/companies/telecommunications/optus-opaque-singapore-owner-faces-scrutiny-over-hacking-attack-20220930-p5bm5u
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2022/oct/26/medibank-confirms-all-39-million-customers-had-data-accessed-in-hack
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2022/oct/26/medibank-confirms-all-39-million-customers-had-data-accessed-in-hack
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_17_1784
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/2053951716679679
https://ourworldisnotforsale.net/2017/TWN_Source_code.pdf
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economy, to access Australian markets without a local presence, digital trade rules could worsen the 

situation for workers and undermine Australian employment law. 

Digital technologies can threaten workers’ rights to privacy, including though inadequate protections 

against cybercrime, and can enable intrusive employer surveillance. Workers should be fully 

consulted and informed about personal data collected, such data should be restricted to what is 

necessary, and not permit intrusive surveillance. Workers should have right of access to their own 

data and rights to object and have data rectified.  

The International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) argues that “without a local presence of 

companies, there is no entity to sue and the ability of domestic courts to enforce labour standards, 

as well as other rights, is fundamentally challenged.”38 Concerns have also been raised about the 

impact that new technologies and artificial Intelligence can have in recruitment practices and on 

work conditions.39 

The rise of the digital economy can undermine workers’ rights by enabling digital platform-based 

companies like Uber or Deliveroo to classify workers as contractors or individual businesses, thus 

removing the responsibility to provide basic rights like minimum wages, maximum working hours, 

safe working conditions and workers’ compensation entitlements. 

The report of the Victorian Government’s Inquiry into the Victorian On-Demand Workforce made 

recommendations in 2020 for changes in regulation to both the Commonwealth and Victorian 

governments.40 

The current Australian government has foreshadowed legislation in 2023 that seeks to ensure that 

digital platform-based companies cannot evade these responsibilities and that gig economy workers 

have the same rights as other workers, through establishing “minimum wages and conditions for 

‘employee-like’ workers.”41 

It is essential that digital trade rules do not restrict the government’s ability to implement regulation 

of labour rights and working conditions for gig economy workers.  

The strategy should not include provisions that: 

• Prevent governments from regulating to address concentration of market power 

• Prevent current and future governments from regulating the cross-border flow of data 

• Prohibit the use of local presence requirements 

 
38 International Trade Union Confederation (2019) E-commerce push at WTO threatens to undermine labour 
standards, via: https://www.ituc-csi.org/e-commerce-push-at-wto-undermines-workers. 
39 The Centre for Future Work (2019) Turning ‘Gigs’ Into Decent Jobs – Submission to: Inquiry into the Victorian 
On-Demand Workforce. Available at https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vic-
engage.files/8815/5669/1362/The_Australia_Institute.pdf.  
40 Industrial Relations Victoria (2020) Report of the Inquiry into the Victorian On-Demand Workforce, June 12, 
Victorian Government, Melbourne, pp. 189-206 https://s3.ap-southeast-
2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vic-
engage.files/4915/9469/1146/Report_of_the_Inquiry_into_the_Victorian_On-Demand_Workforce-
reduced_size.pdf  
41 Alderman, P., (2022) The Secure Jobs, Better Pay Bill is here: What are the proposed changes to Australia’s 
industrial relations landscape? October 31, https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=086b0c75-fbda-
4b9d-933f-9f87d41b8b66.  

https://www.ituc-csi.org/e-commerce-push-at-wto-undermines-workers
https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vic-engage.files/8815/5669/1362/The_Australia_Institute.pdf
https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vic-engage.files/8815/5669/1362/The_Australia_Institute.pdf
https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vic-engage.files/4915/9469/1146/Report_of_the_Inquiry_into_the_Victorian_On-Demand_Workforce-reduced_size.pdf
https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vic-engage.files/4915/9469/1146/Report_of_the_Inquiry_into_the_Victorian_On-Demand_Workforce-reduced_size.pdf
https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vic-engage.files/4915/9469/1146/Report_of_the_Inquiry_into_the_Victorian_On-Demand_Workforce-reduced_size.pdf
https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vic-engage.files/4915/9469/1146/Report_of_the_Inquiry_into_the_Victorian_On-Demand_Workforce-reduced_size.pdf
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=086b0c75-fbda-4b9d-933f-9f87d41b8b66
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=086b0c75-fbda-4b9d-933f-9f87d41b8b66
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• Prevent governments from accessing source code and algorithms and from regulating 

to prevent the misuse of algorithms to reduce competition and to prevent class, 

gender, race and other forms of discrimination 

• Prevent governments from setting standards for cybersecurity 

• Prevent governments from regulating to ensure that gig economy workers have the 

same rights as other workers.  

The strategy should include: 

• Full exemptions for tax policy 

• Mandatory minimum standards for privacy and consumer protections, including where 

data is held offshore. These should be no weaker than Australian standards. 
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Appendix 1: Human Rights in ASEAN countries 

The following are summaries from the latest annual reports from Human Rights Watch 

https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2023, Amnesty international Annual Report 2021/22 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/, and the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights, Status of Ratification Interactive Dashboard https://indicators.ohchr.org/.   

Brunei Darussalam  

No human rights data available. It is an absolute monarchy, with no guaranteed rights. 

Ratified 3 out of 18 UN Human Rights Conventions. These are: 

• Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 

• Convention on the Rights of the Child 

• Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

Cambodia 

During 2022, the government suppressed the political opposition, as well as land activists, trade 

union leaders, civil society activists, and critical media outlets. There was a mass trial of over 100 

opposition political actors and dozens of human rights defenders. There are more than 50 political 

prisoners. Journalists have been arrested and critical media shut down. New laws on internet use 

and in response to the Covid-19 pandemic further extended restrictions on civil and political rights.  

Cambodia has ratified 8 out of 8 UN Human Rights Conventions. 

Indonesia 

The Indonesian government has frequently violated basic civil and political rights, especially of 

disadvantaged groups, based on religious, ethnic, social, gender, and sexual orientation grounds. 

Military and police abused rights across the country with impunity, and especially in Papua and West 

Papua provinces where diplomats, foreign rights monitors, and international media are largely 

excluded. Human rights defenders, academics, journalists and students were among those 

prosecuted and harassed for their legitimate activities. At least 28 prisoners of conscience remained 

imprisoned. Security forces committed unlawful killings in Papua and West Papua, largely with 

impunity. There was a continued pattern of discrimination against members of the Ahmadiyya 

religious community. 

Indonesia has ratified 8 out of 8 UN Human Rights Conventions. 

Lao PRD 

Neither Human Rights Watch nor Amnesty International report data on the human rights situation in 

Lao. 

Lao has ratified four out of 8 UN Human Rights Conventions 

Malaysia 

During 2022, the Malaysian government aggressively cracked down on free speech and peaceful 

protests, harassing, intimidating, and arbitrarily arresting activists and critics of the government. 

Authorities frequently used hateful rhetoric against refugees and migrants, as well as lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people to paint these populations as threats to the country’s 

https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2023
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/
https://indicators.ohchr.org/
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security and identity. Human rights defenders, journalists, opposition leaders and others were 

investigated, arrested and prosecuted for criticizing the government. Immigration raids, detention 

and other forms of persecution against refugees, asylum seekers and migrant workers continued. 

LGBTI people faced increased discrimination. 

Malaysia has ratified 3 out of 8 UN Human Rights Conventions. 

Myanmar 

Since staging a coup on February 1, 2021, the Myanmar military has carried out a brutal nationwide 

crackdown on millions of people opposed to its rule. The junta security forces have carried out mass 

killings, arbitrary arrests, torture, sexual violence, and other abuses that amount to crimes against 

humanity. Freedom of speech and assembly face severe restrictions. There have been numerous war 

crimes reported. People in areas affected by armed conflict lacked basic services, and in some areas 

the military blocked the delivery of humanitarian aid. Women and girls were subjected to sexual 

violence by the military. Children were denied the right to education. Dozens of people were 

sentenced to death by military tribunals in their absence. 

Myanmar has ratified 4 out of 8 UN Human Rights Conventions. 

Philippines 

The Duterte presidency (2016-22) was defined by the politics of threats and intimidation, thousands 

of extrajudicial killings of mostly impoverished Filipinos from urban areas, and serious damage to the 

country’s democratic institutions. Since the inauguration of Ferdinand Marcos Jr. as president, the 

human rights situation has not changed. The International Criminal Court (ICC) announced an 

investigation into crimes against humanity. Human rights defenders, political activists, unionists  and 

politicians were subjected to unlawful killings, arbitrary arrest and detention, torture and 

harassment. Indigenous peoples were the target of attacks by the authorities and unknown 

assailants.  

In November 2022, the Philippines was examined for the Universal Periodic Review of its human 

rights record with the UN High Commission for Human Rights. While this process is not yet 

complete, the Philippines record during the 2016-22 Duterte Presidency was sharply criticised by 44 

of the 107 Missions which chose to speak in the formal session.42 

https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1w/k1wfqimx7f  

The Philippines has ratified 8 out of 8 UN Human Rights Conventions. 

Singapore 

The Singapore government uses draconian criminal laws and civil defamation suits to harass and 

prosecute critical voices, including activists, bloggers, and journalists. There is little freedom of 

assembly. Singapore resumed executions of death row prisoners in 2022. Homosexual acts between 

men were decriminalized but there is no legal protections against discrimination on the basis of 

sexual orientation or gender identity. A new law further limited rights to freedom of expression, 

peaceful assembly and association. 

Singapore has ratified 4 out of 8 UN Human Rights Conventions. 

 
42 United nations Human Rights Council (2022) Philippines UPR adoption – 41St Session of Universal Periodic 
Review, November 16, https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1w/k1wfqimx7f.  

https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1w/k1wfqimx7f
https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1w/k1wfqimx7f
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Thailand 

The military government continued to restrict fundamental rights, particularly freedom of 

expression and assembly, and prosecuted human rights and democracy activists, community 

advocates, environmental defenders, and critics of the monarchy. Government promises to fulfill 

Thailand’s human rights obligations and end impunity for abuses remained largely unfulfilled. 

Authorities increased the use of lèse-majesté laws and criminally accused at least 100 people, 

including children, of defaming the monarchy. 

Thailand has ratified 7 out of 8 UN Human Rights Conventions. 

Viet Nam 

The government restricts the rights to freedom of expression, association, peaceful assembly, 

movement, and religion. People trying to establish organizations or workers’ groups outside 

approved government structures face harassment, intimidation, and retaliation from the authorities. 

Authorities require approval for public gatherings, and refuse permission for public gatherings they 

deem to be politically unacceptable. Independent journalists, publishers and other government 

critics were arrested and charged under repressive laws.  

Viet Nam has ratified 7 out of 8 UN Human Rights Conventions. 
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Appendix 2: Labour Rights in ASEAN countries 

The following information is summarised from the ITUC global Rights Index Executive Summary and 

country reports and the Interactive Website database on the adoption and implementation of 

International Labour Organisation (ILO) labour rights conventions. 

https://www.globalrightsindex.org/en/2022  

https://www.globalrightsindex.org/en/2022/countries  

https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:11001:0::NO:::  

Brunei Darussalam 

This is an absolute monarchy with no parliament and no trade unions or labour rights. 

Ratified 2 out of 10 ILO Conventions: 

• C138 - Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138) 2011 

• C182 - Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182) 2008 

Cambodia 

• Arrest of National and Local trade union leaders 

• Arbitrary refusal of trade union registration 

• Union busting (employer and/or government actions to prevent workplace union activity) 

Ratified 8 out of 10 Fundamental ILO Conventions. Not ratified: 

• C155 - Occupational Safety and Health Convention, 1981 (No. 155) 

• C187 - Promotional Framework for Occupational Safety and Health Convention, 2006 (No. 

187) 

Indonesia 

There was a legal improvement in workplace rights and  expansion of unions since they were 

legalised after the end of the Suharto dictatorship in 1978, but repression of unions has grown in 

recent years. 

• Union busting (employer and/or government actions to prevent workplace union activity) 

Ratified 9 out of 10 Fundamental ILO Conventions. Not ratified: 

• C155 - Occupational Safety and Health Convention, 1981 (No. 155) 

Laos 

• No guarantee of workers’ rights 

Ratified 7 out of 10 Fundamental ILO Conventions. Not ratified: 

• C087 - Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise Convention, 1948 

(No. 87) 

• C098 - Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining Convention, 1949 (No. 98) 

• C105 - Abolition of Forced Labour Convention, 1957 (No. 105) 

Malaysia 

https://www.globalrightsindex.org/en/2022
https://www.globalrightsindex.org/en/2022/countries
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:11001:0::NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312283:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312327:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312300:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312332:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312332:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312300:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312232:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312232:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312243:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312250:NO
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• Union busting (employer and/or government actions to prevent workplace union activity) 

Ratified 7 out of 10 Fundamental ILO Conventions. Not ratified: 

• C087 - Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise Convention, 1948 

(No. 87) 

• C111 - Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958 (No. 111) 

• C155 - Occupational Safety and Health Convention, 1981 (No. 155) 

Myanmar  

Since the military coup in Myanmar is one of the 10 worst countries in the world for working people, 

according to the International Trade Union Confederation Global Rights Index Report 2022. 

• Brutal repression of strikes and protests 
• Arbitrary arrests 
• Killings 

Ratified 4 out of 10 Fundamental ILO Conventions. Not ratified: 

• C098 - Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining Convention, 1949 (No. 98) 

• C100 - Equal Remuneration Convention, 1951 (No. 100) 

• C105 - Abolition of Forced Labour Convention, 1957 (No. 105) 

• C111 - Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958 (No. 111) 

• C155 - Occupational Safety and Health Convention, 1981 (No. 155) 

• C187 - Promotional Framework for Occupational Safety and Health Convention, 2006 (No. 

187) 

The Philippines 

The Philippines is one of the 10 worst countries in the world for working people, according to the 

International Trade Union Confederation Global Rights Index Report 2022. 

An ILO High Level Tripartite Mission to the Philippines took place in January 2023, and upheld all the 

complaints made by trade unions about repression by state forces and employers. It recommended 

the removal of trade unionism from the definitions used for counterinsurgency programs, and 

beefed-up tripartite resolution of all complaints, and a Presidential Commission on Freedom of 

Association.43 Violations include: 

• Violence against and murders of union activists 
• Arrests during strikes 
• State repression 

Ratified 9 out of 10 Fundamental ILO Conventions. Not ratified: 

• C155 - Occupational Safety and Health Convention, 1981 (No. 155) 

 

 
43 International Trade Union Confederation (2023) Philippines: Tripartite ILO mission calls for presidential commission 
(January 31), https://www.ituc-csi.org/philippines-tripartite-ilo-mission.  
 

https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312232:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312232:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312256:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312300:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312243:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312245:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312250:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312256:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312300:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312332:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312332:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312300:NO
https://www.ituc-csi.org/philippines-tripartite-ilo-mission
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Thailand 

• Jailing of union leaders for striking 

Ratified 7 out of 10 Fundamental ILO Conventions. Not ratified: 

• C087 - Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise Convention, 1948 

(No. 87) 

• C098 - Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining Convention, 1949 (No. 98) 

• C155 - Occupational Safety and Health Convention, 1981 (No. 155) 

Singapore 

• Repeated violations of workers’ rights 

Ratified 8 out of 10 Fundamental ILO Conventions. Not ratified: 

• C155 - Occupational Safety and Health Convention, 1981 (No. 155) 

• C111 - Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958 (No. 111) 

Vietnam 

• Only government-recognised unions can organise 

• repeated violation of workers’ rights 

Ratified 9 out of 10 Fundamental ILO Conventions. Not ratified; 

• C087 - Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise Convention, 1948 

(No. 87) 

 

 

 

https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312232:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312232:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312243:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312300:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312300:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312256:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312232:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312232:NO

