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1. Introduction 

Dear Members, 

This month, we’re bringing you a special election edition of the Trade Justice Bulletin! With our set 
of resources and tools, you can take action for trade justice during the campaign. Because as a voter, 
you deserve to know about the impacts of Australia’s secretive trade deals on your community.  

This election, it’s time to say enough – no more trade secrecy! With your help, we will be able to 
build the case in the next parliament for trade transparency and accountability. 

All the best, 

The AFTINET Team. 

P.S. To boost out election advocacy, why not renew your membership today, make a donation, or 
buy a unique AFTINET 20th Anniversary cloth banner/T-Towel with Wilcox and Tandberg cartoons. 
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2. Election forum (online): Can trade deals support the COVID recovery and help 
reduce carbon emissions? 

 

Join us in an online election forum on trade justice! In our discussion, we will introduce our 
scorecard on the track record of political parties on trade justice, and our speakers will examine how 
trade deals can help or hinder the next government in recovering from the COVID19 pandemic and 
decarbonising the economy. 

Register here! 

3. Tell your candidates to end trade secrecy! 

As a voter, you deserve to know about the impacts 
of Australia’s secretive trade deals on your 
community. But previous governments have tried 
to hide the true cost of trade agreements from you 
and the parliament. 

This election, it’s time to say enough – no more 
trade secrecy! 

Write to your candidates today! Tell them to stop 
the shadowy negotiations that trade away our rights. 

4. Inform your vote with our election scorecard 

To help our members and supporters understand the policy 
differences between the parties, we’ve prepared our Trade 
Justice Election Scorecard. 

In the scorecard, we analyse ten key policy issues of trade 
justice – from trade transparency to investor rights to sue 
governments, and from the parties’ position on a WTO 
waiver on COVID19 patent monopolies to the inclusion of 
enforceable labour rights in trade deals. 

Download the scorecard! 

If you’re attending a local forum with your candidates, you 
can download an activist toolkit of questions and resources. 
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5. Global civil society urges WTO members to reject inadequate proposal on 
COVID19 medicines monopolies 

AFTINET has added its voice to an open letter addressed to South African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi.  

The letter, signed by more than 300 civil society organisations from across the globe, urges the 
leaders to reject the “unequal and inadequate” proposal on COVID19 medicine monopolies that has 
been leaked by the European Union (EU), and to stand firm on the original waiver proposal to the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) from India and South Africa: 

“Without significant changes to the text, we will continue to see preventable deaths from COVID-19 
and the global south will remain unprepared for the next major health crisis” 

Médecins Sans Frontières has also called on all governments to reject the proposal, as it does would 
not achieve vaccine equity, and would set a negative precedent for future global health challenges. 

The Third World Network reported that WTO Director General sent the leaked document to the 
WTO TRIPs Council meeting to be held on May 6, but no governments have publicly supported it. 

Read the open letter 

6. Australia must withdraw from trade negotiations with the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 

In a submission to the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), we called on the government 
to withdraw from trade negotiations with the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) until sustained improvements are demonstrated in human rights, labour rights, and 
women’s rights. 

Read more 

7. Scrutiny delayed: inquiries into UK and India trade deals postponed 

The announcement of the federal election has left the Australia-UK Free Trade Agreement (A-
UKFTA) and the Australia India Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (AI-CECA) 
hanging in the balance until new parliamentary committees can be formed after the nation goes to 
the polls. 

When the trade deal with India was announced, we told the press that “the devil will be in the 
detail”: 

“There will be no parliamentary scrutiny until after the election. The public deserves an independent 
assessment the true social, environmental, health and economic costs and benefits of this agreement 

before it is ratified.” 

Read our media release 

8. Climate change experts warn that ISDS can block climate action 

For the first time, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has warned that climate 
action is being jeopardised by trade agreements which give global corporations the right to sue 
governments through clauses known as ‘Investor State Dispute Settlement’ mechanisms (ISDS). 

In its Sixth Assessment Report on the impacts of climate change, the IPCC warned that ISDS can "be 
used by fossil-fuel companies to block national legislation aimed at phasing out the use of their 
assets.” 

Read more 
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9. Negotiations to begin on US Indo-Pacific trade pact, but more details needed 

Details have emerged on the US proposal for an Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF), with the 
Australian Trade Minister Dan Tehan saying that a launch of negotiations could begin as early as 
April. 

It remains unclear as to whether the agreement will be legally binding, whether it will contain 
dispute resolution mechanisms, and whether it will be an ‘all in’ agreement or allow parties to 
choose what they sign up to. 

Read more 

10. AFTINET in the news 

 Trade deal with India widely welcomed, but some concerns remain, SBS News Radio, April 2 
 Australia signs 'watershed' trade deal with India after years of negotiations, AAP, April 2 
 Scott Morrison defends trade pact with India after its refusal to condemn Russia’s invasion 

of Ukraine, The Guardian, April 2 
 South Coast unions hit back at return of industrial relations bill, Illawarra Mercury, April 20 

 


