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MEDIA RELEASE        August 27, 2021 

 

AFTINET welcomes committee recommendations for small changes in the 
trade agreement process, but more needed 
 
The Joint Standing Committee on Treaties (JSCOT) has finally released its Report 193 on the trade 
agreement process in Australia, 12 months after public hearings were completed.  
 
“We welcome the Report’s modest recommendations in the direction of more transparency and 
independent evaluation of trade agreements. This is the first time that a government-dominated 
committee has recommended changes to the process, and is a small response to our advocacy over 
many years, but more is needed,” Dr Patricia Ranald, AFTINET Convenor, said today. 
 
“Trade negotiations are initiated by Cabinet, negotiated in secret with very limited public 
consultation, and the text is not published until after they are signed. There is no independent 
evaluation of the economic, social or environmental costs and benefits of agreements before they 
are signed, and Parliament only votes on the enabling legislation, not on the whole text of the 
agreement,” explained Dr Ranald 
 
The government-controlled majority committee report recommends that the Government should 
publish negotiation aims and objectives for all future trade treaty negotiations and the Government 
should brief the JSCOT twice a year on the status of upcoming and current free trade agreement 
negotiations. 
 
The Report also recommends consideration of the use of non-disclosure agreements with key 
stakeholders to allow for improved consultation in certain areas of trade agreement negotiations, 
and consideration of a process through which independent modelling and analysis of a trade 
agreement, is undertaken in the future by an independent expert body, and provided to the 
Committee alongside the National Interest Analysis. 
 
“We note that the independent evaluation would be undertaken only after the agreement is signed, 
when the agreement would be difficult to change. This is too late in the process, and lags behind 
global trends like those of the European Union, which publishes the text and evaluation of 
agreements before they are signed” said Dr Ranald. 
 
“The Labor and Green minority on the committee supported further changes, which we welcome, 
including that the text be published and independently evaluated after trade negotiations are 
completed, but before agreements are signed,” said Dr Ranald. 
 
“The Committee’s recommendations are not binding on the government, but we urge the 
government to respond and take action,” said Dr Ranald 
 
See more detailed analysis of the committee report here. 
 
Contact Dr Patricia Ranald 0419 695 841 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Treaties/Treaty-makingProcess/Report_193
http://aftinet.org.au/cms/sites/default/files/200730%20AFTINET%20JSCOT%20submission%20final.pdf#overlay-context=
https://theconversation.com/last-to-know-the-eu-knows-more-about-our-trade-talks-than-we-do-144196
http://aftinet.org.au/cms/node/2049

