Workers’
rights: race to
the bottom
The RCEP could increase temporary migrant
workers in Australia without testing whether local
workers are available. Temporary workers are
already vulnerable to exploitation because they
can be deported if they complain. Without stronger
protections, this could erode workers’ pay and
conditions.

The Australian Fair Trade and Investment
Network is a national network of individuals and
organisations which campaigns for fair trade
based on human rights, labour rights and
environmental sustainability.

Find out more:
aftinet.org.au
On our website you can:
- Find out more about the RCEP
- Sign up to receive our updates
- Send a message to the Trade Minister

Is the

RCEP
the TPP by
another name?
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The Trans-Pacific Partnership trade deal failed
because it was so damaging for people and
the planet. The next mega-trade deal in line is
the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership. But is the RCEP just the TPP by
another name?

Shrouded in
secrecy
The RCEP is even bigger and more
secretive than the TPP. It involves all ten
ASEAN countries, plus China, Japan, India,
Korea, Australia and New Zealand. These 16
countries represent half the world’s population.
Negotiations are secret and continuing through
2017. Leaked documents show there is a
push to use the failed TPP as a model which is bad news for democracy, health, the
environment and working people.

Corporations
could sue
governments
The RCEP could contain rights for foreign
corporations to bypass national courts and sue
governments in unfair international tribunals.
This is called investor-state dispute settlement
(ISDS). ISDS is increasingly being used by global
corporations to challenge health, environment
and other public interest laws. The Philip Morris
tobacco company tried to claim billions of dollars
in compensation for Australia's plain packaging
law. The US Lone Pine mining company is suing
Canada because the Québec government
introduced environmental regulation of gas
mining. The French Veolia company is suing
Egypt over a local government contract dispute,
claiming compensation for a rise in the minimum
wage. The threat of an ISDS case alone can
cause policymakers to delay or abandon
legislation. This undermines our democracy.

Access to
medicines
threatened
The RCEP contains proposals for TPP-like
intellectual property provisions. These could
raise the price of medicines by extending
monopoly rights for pharmaceutical companies
and delaying access to cheaper versions of
these medicines. This could increase costs for
medicines in Australia and it could block the
poorest people in our region from accessing
lifesaving medicines.

