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TPP death means Labor should reject Turnbull zombie legislation  
 
MEDIA RELEASE              January 23, 2017  

 
“President Donald Trump’s statement today confirming the US withdrawal from the TPP has definitely 
killed the deal, and it would be futile for Prime Minister Turnbull to persist with the implementing 
legislation for ratification of a dead agreement,” Dr Patricia Ranald, Convener of the Australian Fair Trade 
and Investment Network of community groups (AFTINET) said today. 
 
Dr Ranald said the current TPP text is clear that it cannot proceed without endorsement from the US, the 
largest of the 12 economies involved.   
 
“Ïf some of the other 11 countries want to proceed without the US, the deal would have to be renegotiated 
and signed again, because the US negotiated special arrangements with a number of countries as part of 
the text, and these would be deleted. This would be a different text, and the whole process of 
Parliamentary committees and implementing legislation would have to begin again.  
 
But for many countries, the deal does not make sense without the US because they made concessions on 
issues like medicine monopolies and investor rights to sue governments in order to get access to the US 
market. Without this access they may not want to make the same concessions,” said Dr Ranald.  
 
 “It makes no sense for the government to present legislation for a text which includes the US when the US 
has said no to the deal. If the government does persist with legislation for a dead deal, we call on Labor to 
commit to voting against it. The Greens and Nick Xenophon Team have already done so, and this would 
ensure that it is defeated in the Senate. This would also ensure that endorsement of the TPP could not be 
used as a precedent for its bad provisions in other trade deals,” she said. 
 
Dr Ranald said community groups opposed the TPP because it gives global companies the right to bypass 
national courts and sue governments for millions of dollars in unfair international tribunals over domestic 
laws. It extends monopolies on biologic medicines for an additional three years, delaying cheaper versions 
of those medicines, which would cost taxpayers hundreds of millions of dollars per year. It also entrenches 
copyright monopolies. Chapters on services reduce the ability of future governments to regulate essential 
services. The TPP also increases the numbers of temporary migrant workers who are vulnerable to 
exploitation, without testing if local workers are available.  
 
“These provisions were rejected as “risky and harmful to Australian interests” by the Labor members of the 
Joint Standing Committee on Treaties on November 30 2015.  A TPP Senate inquiry due to report on 
February 7 could be even more critical,” said Dr Ranald. 
 
“Some of these proposals have appeared in negotiations for the Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) between the 10 ASEAN countries, China, India, Japan, Korea Australia and New Zealand. 
We call on Labor to ensure the zombie TPP cannot be resurrected in the RCEP or other trade deals, and 
instead to develop fair trade proposals based on human rights and environmental sustainability,” said Dr 
Ranald. 
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